GUIDANCE ON YOUNG PERSONS PLAYING IN OPEN AGE CRICKET

Background; All Cricket Clubs owe a Duty of Care towards all young persons aged under 18 who are representing their Club. As an organisation we are duty bound to ensure that our Members and their clubs are both aware of their Duty and that they comply with their responsibilities as set out in Guidelines published by the England and Wales Cricket Board.

What is the Duty of Care?  There are two explicit strands to the Duty of Care

· Not to place a young person in a position that involves an unreasonable risk to that young person, taking account of the circumstances of the match and the relative skills of a player

· Not to create a situation that places members of the opposing side in a position whereby they cannot play cricket as they would normally do against adult players

HOW DO WE APPLY THIS DUTY IN PRACTICE? In two ways. Firstly by applying Common Sense. Secondly by following the England and Wales Cricket Board Match Directives, which were affirmed by the League Cricket Conference at the March 2010 Quarterly Meeting and summarised below

· AGE PARTICIPATION RESTRICTIONS-

1. A Young Player who was under the age of 12 as at 31st August 2009 cannot play in adult cricket. THIS IS AN ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION 

2. A Young Player who was under the age of 13 as at 31st August 2009 can ONLY play adult cricket where the Club has provided the Administrator of the competition BEFORE THE GAME with 

a) a written advice from the Club’s Coach of at least UKCC level 2 standard that the young player is in his or her  Judgment of sufficient standard to be able to play a meaningful role in the game and not be the subject of undue risk of injury AND

b)a Letter of Consent as to Participation from the Parent or Legal Guardian of the Young Player 

                      THIS IS A QUALIFIED PROHIBITION

3.  A Young Player who was aged 13 or over as at 31st August 2009 can play in adult cricket subject to the Club abiding by the above Duty of Care and the ECB Match Directives 

· FAST BOWLING MATCH DIRECTIVE
Definition; A Young Player is deemed to be a fast bowler for his age if a wicket keeper in his or her same age group would in normal circumstances  stand back to take the ball 

Application; a) A Young Player under the age of 13 as at 31st August 2009                   

                       MAXIMUM OVERS PER SPELL  5 (FIVE)   MAXIMUM OVERS PER DAY 10

                       b) A Young Player under the age of 15 as at 31st August 2009                   

                       MAXIMUM OVERS PER SPELL  6 (SIX)   MAXIMUM OVERS PER DAY 12

                       c) A Young Player under the age of 19 as at 31st August 2009                   

                       MAXIMUM OVERS PER SPELL   (SEVEN)   MAXIMUM OVERS PER DAY 18

*Where there is an interruption in play, which is for less than 40 Minutes, the Young Player can resume to bowl up to the maximum Overs allowed in ANY ONE SPELL

* Where there is an interruption in play, which is for more than 40 Minutes, the Young Player can commence a NEW SPELL up to the maximum Overs allowed in ANY ONE SPELL
· CLOSE FIELDING MATCH DIRECTIVE 

        Application;  a) A Young Player under the age of 13 as at 31st August 2009                 

MUST NOT field closer than 11 yards (10 metres) from the Middle Stump except  behind the wicket on the OFF SIDE until the batsman has played at the ball

                b) A Young Player under the age of 15 as at 31st August 2009                                  MUST NOT field closer than 8 yards (7.3 metres) from the Middle Stump except behind the wicket on the OFF SIDE until the batsman has played at the ball
                 c) a) A Young Player under the age of 18 at THE DATE OF THE MATCH                                                                                                             MUST wear a helmet and for boys a box when fielding within 6 yard (5.5 metres of the bat) except behind the wicket on the OFF SIDE 

*These restrictions shall apply whether or not the youngster wears a helmet

*Where a youngster in these age groups comes within the restricted distance, the Umpire  shall stop the game immediately and instruct the fielder to move back.
· USE OF HELMETS
Application; 

a) No Player under the age of 18 at the date of the match shall be allowed to bat without wearing a British Standards approved helmet with face guard

b) No Player under the age of 18 at the date of the match shall be allowed to stand up to the stumps when keeping wicket without wearing a British Standards approved helmet with face guard

